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The Broken Spoke, from the Texas Monthly edition about Honky Tonks of Texas
“But the granddaddy of them all is the Broken Spoke, considered by many to be the greatest honky tonk in 
Texas. Perhaps no honky tonk has had more ink spilled in its name. 

Even with all the press, it’s a miracle the place has survived. Austin has radically changed since James and 
Annetta White opened the doors in 1964. No longer does the joint sit alone on the far edge of town. The wide 
open field that once surrounded it is now covered in glass paned high-rises. Yet the squat red building stands 
proudly and preposterously out of time. 

Inside the Spoke, hardly a thing has changed in 55 years. The speckled ceiling tiles still hang so low that a 
tall cowboy has to doff his hat. Chicken fried steak is still served with steaming white gravy. Twirling couples 
still waltz, shuffle, and polka on the polished concrete dance floor. And there to greet you on most nights are 
James and Annetta. But you probably already know all this. Because of course you spent an evening there.

On the off chance you have yet to make this honky tonk pilgrimage (and sacred Texas right of passage), I 
recommend you tell no one. Just go ahead and book your trip now. You’ll be glad you did.”

See attached pictures from an Organizer’s honeymoon visit to the Jerry Jeff Walker Birthday Weekend concert 
at the Broken Spoke.

3201 S. Lamar Blvd. 
Austin, Texas 78704

Music by the award winning

DERAILERSDERAILERS
$10 cash cover charge; cash bar
for beer, wine, whiskey
We will hold some tables for the Fellows!

Thursday Night of NCBJ in Austin, Texas
Sometime after 8 pm
Thursday October 12, 2023
(come by after you “dine around”)
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